
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Master, Teacher, Rabbi” is number 22 in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship     
 5:00 p.m.     Growth Group
 5 :00 p.m.    Youth
 5:00 p.m.     Kids For Christ
 7:00 p.m.     College Ministry
  
         

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

 Tuesday:        
6:00 p.m.      Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
5:45 p.m.      Growth Group
7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir

   

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

Children’s Ministry: We all Have Challenges!

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

   This past week during Children’s Church and Kids for Christ  
we talked about miracles and challenges that we face. We agreed 
that everyone has challenges, whether it’s learning to read, 
making friends, overcoming a difficulty like speech problems, 
trouble in your family, or learning how to follow the rules at 
school. Everyone has them. We discussed how we could pray 
and ask Jesus to take away our difficulties, just like he did with 
the leper. Jesus still does miracles today. 
    And we talked about how Paul had a thorn in his flesh, that 
God didn’t take away, and perhaps He won’t take away our 

challenge, either. I challenged the kids to ask themselves what God is trying to teach them through the 
challenges they face, especially if God doesn’t take it away in an instance.  I know that many of our kids are 
facing challenges that we ourselves never had to face at this age and that they have the grace and strength to 
overcome them through Christ.  
    Every week I am amazed at the insight these kids bring to the Scriptures. — Alayna Brooks
  My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness. 2 Corinthians 12:9a



Youth Ministry: Satisfied?
   So, I eat a lot of sweets: A LOT of sweets! If it has chocolate in it, you can 
bet I’ve already eaten it. I grew up with the rule that if I ate everything on 
my plate, I received the glorious prize of dessert! 
   Now that I’m older and much more mature, I know better. I can eat 
chocolate whenever I want! Much of the time I get a hankering late at 
night before bed.
   Knowing that this practice is not a good habit to fall into, I did some 
research. One thing I found that was very interesting was that our hunger 
receptors are the same as our thirst receptors. Many times we can get 
these confused, and when we think our boby is craving a delicious piece of white chocolate peppermint 
cheesecake, what our body really needs is a tall drink of water.
   Do we treat our relationship with God the same way? Much like eating a whole box of cookies in one 
sitting, we supplant God with what we think will satisfy. Affection, acceptance, healing, validation, courage, 
power: we often try to find these things outside of God by listening to what we THINK will satisfy this need. 
“And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.”-Phil 4:19
  God has given us a better way — a healthier way. This doesn’t mean we can’t ever indulge in a delicious 
molten cake now and again. It means that God has a place and purpose for all good things in life, and living 
our lives according to that plan will grant us spiritual health! — Daniel Mathis
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! – Psalm 34:8

Connections:  Art Gallery Opening
   As most of you know, Aldersgate hosted its first ever 
art gallery opening, featuring the current exhibit, “In This 
World and The Next,” by Sarabeth Clevenger. The night 
was a hit!  
  The hallways were full of longtime friends who were 
reunited, former members of Aldersgate who drove an 
hour to see the show, local Abilene artists, clergy and 
students. Several people came after seeing the article 
written in the Abilene Reporter -News.
   It was a great evening for everyone who attended.
   Sarabeth sold five of her pieces. The deeper message of 
Sarabeth’s work was shared.
   We met local artists who we could partner with for future exhibits. One older individual shared that after 
viewing the exhibit, he felt more at peace with his imminent passing from this world into the next.
    If you have not already, take some time to walk the hallway and take in the beauty of God’s good creation 
made evident in these works. — Jessica Watson



ALIVE With Jesus: Master, Teacher, Rabbi
Mark 4: 1-13
Sermon Notes

Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

How do you know?

Jesus:  The Word, The Kingdom, and LIFE!

Foundational Teachings of Jesus

- Mark 1:15
- Matthew 22:36-40
- Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7)
- Parables

The Foundational Parable (Parable of the Sower and the Soils)

 Big Narrative #1:  God is… 

 Big Narrative #2:  We are…

 
1.  The Path Type
2.  The Rocky Type
3.  The Weedy/Thorny Type
4.  The Good/Fruitful/Alive Type 

Conditioning our Souls (I Timothy 4:8)



Growth Group Questions

1. Share an experience when someone did something that made you think, “Wow!  They                  
 really do care about me.”

2. What are some ways that the love and care of God for you really come alive?

3. In thinking about this week’s sermon, “Master, Teacher, Rabbi,” what one thing got your   
 attention or raised a question for you?

4. Read Luke 17:20-21.  What do you think Jesus means by, “The Kingdom of God is within  
 you?”   What implications does this have for our lives? 

5. Pastor Steve talked about two “Big Narratives” that dominate the Parable of the Sower.    
 What are they, and how did they inspire you?  Is there another narrative that Pastor Steve  
 might have missed?  

6. Read Mark 4:14-20.  List the various dynamics that keep the various soils from being good  
 soil.  Which dynamic are you most likely to allow to spoil your soil?

7. Pastor Steve said, “The soul is that place deep within us where we connect with God.”  Do  
 you agree?  What is your definition of the human soul?

8. How do the spiritual practices of prayer, solitude, scripture reading, worship, service and   
 holy conversation “condition your soul” and make it more receptive to God?   

9. How can the members of your Growth Group pray for you this week? 



Mission Trips: Summer of 2015
    Short-term mission trips invite us to grow in our relationship 
with God as we see new places, meet new people and experience 
new cultures — well, new to us, at least. 
    Witnessing God at work in various places around our country 
and across the globe can inspire us to be that much more open 
to the work of God in our own lives in our own homes.
  At Aldersgate UMC, you have the opportunity to serve on 
various mission teams this summer.
   To view the dates, destinations and contact information for 
the leaders of each trip, please see the information below:
              • Panama (Vision Screening and More): 
 July 11-19; Jack Darnell (kb1rd@icloud.com, 829-7537).
              • Slidell, Louisiana (Hurricane Relief Work):
 July 19-25; David Feemster (feem6780@gmail.com, 669-8208).
              • Guatemala (Service at a Children’s Home): 
 July 25-August 1; Greg Jaklewicz (JaklewiczG@reporternews.com, 370-6237)
                and Steve Brooks (pastor@aldersgateabilene.org, 660-4415).
              • Panama (Construction and More)
 August 2-10; Carlton Villers (carsalvil@sbcglobal.net, 668-3756).
    If you are interested in learning more about any or all of these trips, please feel free to contact the leaders 
or stop by the Aldersgate Library today, Sunday, January 25, during the Sunday School hour (10:05 a.m.) or 
after the second worship service concludes (12:15 p.m.)  Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz

Financial Peace University: New Session Begins Feb. 5th
   The next session of Financial Peace University at Aldersgate will 
begin on Thursday, February 5th, from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the 
Chapel. Pastor Steve often reminds us that money is the primary 
thing that competes with God for our allegiance.
   As Jesus put it, the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. (1 
Timothy 6:10) That’s why we all need a plan for our money. Financial 
Peace University (FPU) can be that plan!

   It teaches sound ways of handling money through video teaching, class discussions and interactive small 
group activities. FPU presents biblically based, practical steps to get from where you are to where you’ve 
dreamed you could be financially.  This plan will show you how to get rid of debt, manage your money, 
spend and save wisely, and much more! FPU classes meet for around an hour and a half each week for nine 
weeks. Childcare is available. 
   If you are interested in participating, please contact Diana Hartmann at (325) 518-1498 or sign up at the 
Welcome Center in the hallway.   Grace and Peace!



   Aldersgate Academy: Planning for the Future
   One of the things I love about the start of a new year is dreaming and 
planning for possibilities in the future.  
   If you are interested in serving in the Academy mission field, or have 
great ideas to share. WE WANT YOU!  
  We want your thoughts and suggestions for ways we can grow deeper 
relationships with the staff, parents and children of  Aldersgate Academy. 
   The Academy ministry team will meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 2 in 
the Chapel to brainstorm ways our Aldersgate family can minister to the 
staff, students and families of the Academy this coming year. 
   Please come to this short meeting and help us plan for a new, exciting 
year. 
   Feel free to contact me at ellenknox@sbcglobal.net or at (325) 677-6697. 
We hope to see you Monday evening!                                               
                                                     — Ellen Knox, Chair, Aldersgate Academy

College Ministry:  You are the Light of the World
   A couple of years ago, a good friend lent a book called Tattoos on the Heart to 
Jessica; little did she know at that time how much this book would influence 
her. The author, Gregory Boyle, is a Jesuit priest who lives in L.A. and 
ministers to people living in the housing projects, especially gang members. 
  He runs a non-profit called Homeboy Industries that helps children, 
teenagers, and young adults find their identity outside of gang-life, substance 
abuse, and violence. 
   As a Christmas present, Jessica received her own copy of Boyle’s book,
which I have promptly borrowed to read on my own. This week, I have found an intersection between 
Boyle’s words and our college ministry. As you may know, during The Oaks, our college ministry is 
considering the idea of growing in wholeness together. One passage of Scripture that I hope will guide us 
on this journey is the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7). In this sermon, Jesus looks at a crowd of people 
and declares them to be “the light of the world” (5:14). 
  Now, perhaps we have all heard this passage before, but Gregory Boyle unlocked a certain truth that 
cannot be left unsaid. Boyle helped me realize that Jesus’ proclamation is not determined based on what 
these people have already done or will do. Instead, Jesus is calling out the light that exists within all people, 
as God’s dearly loved children. 
   How often do we forget this truth, and live instead by a false narrative that tells us that we have to be 
better in order to be the light of the world? So as our college ministry journeys towards wholeness, we must 
allow Jesus’ proclamation — we are [already] the light of the world to be our guiding narrative. Students, 
it’s never too late to join the journey.  — Kyle Watson



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Leslie Kitchell
Lou Adams

Presence                      (1.18.2015)

Budget for 2015 =$808,647.00
Received This week = $15,899.83
Received Month-to-Date =$44,053.70 
Received Year-to-Date = $44,053.70
2015 Faith Promise Pledge=
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $1,549.08

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service= 230
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=162

Total Worship Service Attendance=392                                                  
 Sunday school=176

The Oaks =25

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders

Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

       Solitude and Silence                                                                                                      
                                                    Pastor  Amy                    

Below you will find a list of sermon related 
passages and a list of passages that will 
take you through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

a copy, please call the church office at 
672-7893, or indicate on the welcome 
card and we will order a copy for you. 
The price is $15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

   I spoke in the sermon on January 11 about 
the spiritual practice of solitude and silence, 
otherwise known as contemplative prayer. I 
figured if I’m going to continue to ask you to 

give it a try, I need to be real about my own practice. So here’s a 
confession: The first time I tried solitude and silence, I fell asleep.
   When the timer went off, I woke up and laughed. I took it as 
evidence that although I’d only been awake for about 15 minutes 
when I began to quiet my mind, I was not really rested enough. My 
rhythm or rule of life, as the great teachers call it, was not running 
very smoothly. I needed the regular practice of solitude and silence 
in my life to get back to a healthy way of living. 
   I’d like to tell you that was the last time I ever fell asleep in my 
practice of solitude and silence, but that would be a lie. I wish I could 
say that my mind is easy to quiet, that it does not wander, that I don’t 
fidget at times. 
     Solitude and silence is one of the most natural ways to connect 
with ourselves and with God, but it does not necessarily come 
naturally to us. That’s why it’s called a spiritual practice. It takes time 
and repetition and discipline, like any other practice.
     Chapter 7 of Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster focuses on 
the practice of solitude and silence. (See the top right corner of this 
page.) The subtitle of the book, The Path to Spiritual Growth, speaks 
to the heart of the matter. I don’t recommend solitude and silence to 
you to add one more thing to your busy day or to use it as a measure 
of your holiness. 
     Solitude and silence is a step on the path to growth, which is what 
God desires for us in this life and why we at Aldersgate go about this 
mission of Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus. 
    Disciples are not born. We are raised up. We are grown through 
a lifetime learning and practicing, receiving and giving much grace 
along the way. 
    Solitude and silence may not come easily to you, and if that’s the 
case, you certainly are not alone. 
     But here’s the good news: the Spirit will be at work in your practice, 
even if you fall asleep. 
    Grace and Peace!

           Sermon Passages 
Sunday:                 Mark 4: -1-13
Monday:             Matthew 13: 1-43
Tuesday:                Matthew 13: 44-58 
Wednesday:          Matthew 5: 1-48
Thursday:              Matthew 6: 1-34
Friday:                   Matthew 7: 1-29
Saturday:               Luke 15: 1-32

Chronological Bible Readings

Sunday: 2 Sam 22-23, Ps 57   
Monday:    Ps 95, Ps 97-99     
Tuesday:   2 Sam 24, 1 Chr 21-22,
                   Ps 30  
Wednesday:  Ps 108-110 
Thursday:      1 Chr 23-25
Friday:  Ps 131, Ps 138-139,Ps 143-145 
Saturday:      1 Chr 26-29, Ps 127
                              
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

C e l e b r a t i o n o f 
Discipline, The Path To 
Spiritual Growth, by 
Richard J. Foster is the 
next book that we are 
inviting you to read 
as we begin the new 
year.  If you would like 


